
Diane M. Paresso 

July 14, 2006 

Federal Trade Commission/Office of the Secretary, Room H-135 (Annex W)  
Re: Business Opportunity Rule, R511993  
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20580  

RE: Business Opportunity Rule, R511993 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I am concerned about the proposed Business Opportunity Rule R511993. I believe that in its 
presented form, it could prevent me and others from continuing to succeed in our small 
businesses. I am a distributor for a nutritional company called XanGo. 

I have been an independent distributor for XanGo for 3 years. I love their nutritional juice because 
it has helped me feel so much better. It has actually helped me to become healthier both mentally 
and physically which has allowed me to begin building a small home business. I have physical 
challenges which make it difficult for me to work for someone else outside of the house. This work 
allows me to be productive at my own pace depending on how I feel on a daily basis. The stress 
level is so much less and the satisfaction of helping others is so rewarding. My goal is to continue 
improving my health with the juice while I continue building this business towards financial security.  

This financial security will also allow me to not have to rely on Social Security Disability Benefits. 
There are so many physically challenged people on Social Security Disability and senior citizens 
on Social Security that would not have to depend on it if given the opportunity to work from home 
as an independent distributor for a legitimate network marketing company. Please keep this in 
mind. It is also my belief that small business owners are what built this country and what keeps it 
thriving. I am concerned that this proposed change would destroy mine and hundreds of thousands 
of other people’s small businesses. 

I believe that you must think it is a good idea to make these changes, you probably feel you are 
trying to protect us. I give you the benefit of the doubt, but feel that whoever came up with these 
ideas did not think them through from the point of view of hundreds of thousands of American 
home business owners, let alone all the international ones that this will affect in a negative way. 
Some of the sections in the proposed rule would make it hard or almost impossible for us to sell 
our product or build our business. 

The proposal that would require a prospective sales associate to wait seven days after the sales 
presentation to actually join the business is an abusive requirement that would inhibit growth and is 
a practice not found in any other business transaction. Most of my new customers/ distributors are 
very anxious to get their product; if they had to add a seven day waiting period onto the delivery of 
that product, it would be entirely unacceptable to them. This waiting period would give the public 
the idea that there’s something wrong with us or our business and would cast us in a bad light. We 
are professional people who value our reputation and our standing in the community and feel we 
deserve to be treated accordingly. We also think this waiting period is unnecessary, because our 
company, XanGo, already has a 100% buyback policy. Under this waiting period requirement, we 
would also need to keep very detailed records when we first speak to a prospect and would then 
have to send in reports to our company.  
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Requiring direct sellers to provide information and identity of ten sales associates in close 
geographic proximity to the prospective salesperson would not only be a logistical nightmare, and 
frankly, could not be done in many instances. The more frightening part of this is the dramatic 
invasion of privacy it engenders. I am a female, as many self-employed, hard-working Americans in 
this industry are. Many of us are single-parents without sophisticated security in place. The 
potential for identify theft and physical threats because my personal information has been given to 
strangers is really not acceptable. This simply creates an open opportunity for terrorists and sexual 
predators. I would not mind providing references, but this is truly frightening.  

We have a health product and we should not have to tell strangers the names of anyone else who 
is taking it. We would have resented it greatly if the people who introduced XanGo to us had given 
our name and information out to people we did not know. We would not have joined the company if 
that had been the case, and therein lies the problem for us as distributors. Where does privacy 
come in here? And who are the people that are going to have to regulate all this and police it? It’s 
completely untenable from every direction.  We have seen many scams on the Internet and been 
approached by many who are dishonest. This rule will not stop them. They are the ones that hurt 
people, not legitimate network marketers. This rule will not stop crooks – they violate the current 
rules all the time.  

Also, requiring direct sellers to release any information about prior litigation – Even if they were not 
at fault – creates a negative unwarranted stigma for parties involved. 

As I understand, if an opportunity has an initial investment cost below $500 (in the case of XanGo, 
it is a mere $35), then they are below the expenditure that triggers the FTC franchise rules. With 
this proposal, our very minimum investment home-based business would be subjected to the same 
record keeping and disclosure rules that apply to franchises. This type of constraint overburdens 
the small one-person operation. Small business contributes mightily to the US economy and is a 
major growth segment of the US Economy.  

Please don’t make rules that greatly hinder people who are doing a legitimate business and 
serving others and pave the way for shysters to profit from it. Help us as small business owners by 
not making our jobs harder and more cumbersome than they already are. If the goal of this 
proposal is to attack sleazy "fly by night" marketers of false and deceptive direct selling practices; I 
believe the FTC today has the enforcement clout to do so, and we applaud them for that! This 
proposal adds nothing to that quest. In our industry, no one – not the customer, the companies, nor 
those of us who are currently distributors, benefit by the negative business environment created by 
a few bad people. But this proposal risks the livelihood and future of approximately 14 million, hard 
working, honest Americans and that is simply not necessary. 

I do not understand at all who is pushing this to go through and what they could possibly have to 
gain. I can’t imagine what they could have been thinking when they came up with these things. 
Please stop them and help us as citizens and business people to go about our business and be 
treated with respect as all other legitimate business owners are treated. Thank you for taking the 
time to read this and for acting in our behalf. 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Paresso 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


